Anti-histone antibodies in schizophrenia and affective disorders.
Sera from 81 psychiatric patients (51 with schizophrenia and 30 with affective disorders) were analyzed using several assays in parallel for the presence of non-organ-specific autoantibodies, namely anti-nuclear antibodies, anti-deoxyribonucleic acid antibodies (native and denatured DNA), anti-histone antibodies, anti-centromere antibodies, and anti-nuclear antigen antibodies. Nine out of the 81 sera studied were positive for the presence of anti-nuclear antibodies. Moreover, in 15 patients, significant titers of anti-histone antibodies were detected. No correlation can be drawn concerning the presence of anti-histone antibodies and the clinical situation. Although no clear association was noted with a specific class of drugs, it cannot be excluded at present that the therapeutic regimen received by the patients may explain the results observed.